
Immanuel Messenger 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
122 East 88th Street, New York, NY 10128 

 

Eighty-eighth Street and Lexington Avenue, Manhattan 
www.immanuelnyc.org 

 

Our 150th Anniversary. 1863-2013 
 

Rev. Gregory P. Fryer, Pastor (212) 289-8128, church phone 
Email: gpfryer@gmail.com (212) 828-3665, church fax 

 

 
September 2013 

Greetings from President Kennedy 
Fifty years ago  

For Immanuel’s 100th Anniversary 
 
 

 



 2 

A Word from the Pastor 

Heritage Sunday 
September 29, 2013 

The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
With former Assistant Pastor Leonard Klein, preaching 

 
 

 The telegram from President Kennedy on 
the preceding page is one of the gems I found 
in our archives. To me, it seems right and 
fitting that a President could send a note of 
congratulations to a church if he has time to 
do so. The reason such extravagance seems 
right to me has something to do with my 
life’s work and, I like to think, with the life’s 
work of every pastor who has served 
Immanuel during our one hundred and fifty 
years now. 
 Because, you see, I think that what we are 
after at Immanuel — both pastor and people 
— is life “in Christ.” And such a life should 
make our world and our land better. It is a 
continual consequence of the holy gospel of 
Jesus Christ that we hold up a noble image of 
humanity: that we not yield to injustice in 
the land, nor succumb to laziness and greed. 
We want to be a people who live in Christ, 
which means a people who care about 
righteousness in the land and compassion.  
 I do believe that Immanuel has been 
flooding New York City and our land with 
people of good heart, honesty, integrity, 
courage, and sympathy for others for a 
century-and-a-half now. I believe that 
Immanuel Lutheran Church has been a 
blessing to our country, and that is 
something that even the President could 
salute if he has the time. 
 I am looking forward to our Heritage 
Sunday with so very much hope and 
eagerness. I would love to see the church and 
the balconies filled to the brim. I hope that 
members and former members and future 

members from all over America will gather 
together again in this dear church building 
and hear once again the gospel of Jesus Christ 
proclaimed in Word and Sacrament. 
 We will use the old, elegant liturgy from 
the 1941 The Lutheran Hymnal. Music 
Director Gwendolyn Toth and the Immanuel 
Choir will give us strong musical leadership 
for the liturgy. We have a very distinguished 
preacher for the day: former Associate Pastor 
Reverend Fr. Leonard Klein, who served our 
congregation from 1972-76. We plan for our 
greeters and ushers to wear grey morning 
coats, as they did at Immanuel in olden days, 
and we plan to have a banquet afterwards in 
the undercroft. 
 For me, this Heritage Sunday represents a 
personal ambition: I hope to make my first 
public appearance back at Immanuel then 
after my recent open heart surgery. (I mean 
to tell you about that later in this newsletter.) 
I do not plan to help lead the liturgy, but 
simply to extend greetings to the 
congregation at the start and then to sit in the 
pew with my dear wife, Carol. Whether I am 
able to do that depends on how my recovery 
goes and the judgment of my cardiologist, 
but I am certainly hoping for it. I will be so 
very happy see you folks again, each one of 
you. 

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
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Greetings from a Former Vicar 

From Rev. Allen D. Hellwege 
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“Second Sunday” Evening Worship 
Most Second Sundays here at the church. 

Next one on September 8th, beginning at 4 p.m. 
Led by Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt 
Followed by Vespers at 5 p.m. 

 
 When the Anniversary Planning 
Committee met with Pastor Fryer to plan 
the various activities for the celebration of 
our 150 years, it was decided that it would 
indeed be very appropriate to offer some 
special worship services during our 
anniversary observance. Pastor Fryer 
suggested having Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt lead 
us in a number of Sunday evening services, 
beginning on the second Sunday in July, and 
continuing each second Sunday of the month 
for a year. So far we have had two and the 
next one will be September 8th. 
 We meet for about two hours, beginning 
at 4 p.m. The first hour is taken up with 
what is called Lectio Divina. A passage of 
scripture has been chosen in advance. It is 
read four times, during the hour, by four 
different readers. Each time the reading is 
followed by silent meditation and then 
comments are made as to meaning. After the 
third reading, there is silence leading to 
prayer, as the Spirit leads us. After the fourth 
reading, there is silence to meditate on what 
God would have us to do in and for the 

world and final comments and prayer. So 
ends the first hour. 
 Then we rearrange our chairs, closer to 
the altar and in two groups of chairs facing 
each other, we begin the Vesper Service. 
Psalms and canticles are sung in an 
antiphonal style—that is, alternating back and 
forth between the two groups of singers. The 
style of singing is chant and when it is done 
well, it is very beautiful. Are we doing it 
well? We’re working on it. Kelly-Ray is so 
kind; he tells us that we have to grow into 
doing it well! 
 The Vesper Service also includes scripture 
readings and prayers. A very beautiful 
section, I think, is the litany with the Kyrie 
Eleison repeatedly sung. 
 Why don’t you join us? Don’t be put off 
because you feel you don’t sing well and/or 
can’t read music. You could come and listen. 
The words of the texts are so meaningful. We 
encourage you to join us at 4 p.m. on the 
second Sunday of each month. We would 
love to have you with us. 

     
Submitted by Barbara Edwards  

  
Choir Startup 

Sunday, September 15, 2013 – 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Choir will start up again on Sunday, 
September 15th, at 9:00 a.m. Our repertoire 
this Fall will include a special music service in 
honor of the 150th Anniversary of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 27th. 
The choir will perform selections from four 

Bach cantatas during this festive service. If 
you’ve ever thought you might want to 
participate in choir, this is a great time to join 
and sing some of the great masterpieces of 
choral literature. 
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Update on Our Roof and Steeple Project 
Some Notes by Pastor Fryer 

 
 Our Roof Committee gave a helpful 
update on the Roof and Steeple Project at our 
June 23 Voters’ Assembly. Roof Committee 
member Darryl Scherba was present to take 
the Assembly through a PowerPoint 
presentation, including explanations of 
photos of masonry repairs that need to be 
done at the same time as the roof project. 
The presentation included the most recent 
cost estimates. 
 These estimates are more refined 
compared to the initial estimates we had 
received at the start of the project and are 
informed by the roof and steeple probes we 
have subsequently done and by the cost 
estimator’s experience. The latest estimates 
include the cost of the masonry repairs as 
well as the roof, some contingency figures 
that we had not previously considered, and 
experience with the current market place. 
That said, these are only estimates and the 
construction bids may come in at, below or 
above the estimates. 
 What the estimates do tell us is that this is 
going to be a more expensive project than we 
had thought. It is not going to be a project in 
the range of a million dollars, but rather one 
that is in the range of two million dollars. 
 With God’s grace, Immanuel can meet 
this challenge. It will be tight, but we are 
now concluding a successful Roof Campaign, 
and our congregational leaders have been 
carefully managing and saving money for 
years in preparation for this project. 
 To me, the mood of the gathering was 
thoughtful, appreciative, and supportive. The 
only substantial way to save money on our 
project appears to be to use asphalt shingle 
rather than slate on our church roof. But the 
Roof Committee recommended that we go 

ahead with slate and the Voters’ Assembly 
supported that. Slate has a much longer life 
and also seems more fitting for our historic 
church. Plus, our intention is to specify a 
type of slate found on the New 
York/Vermont border that is renowned for 
its durability. 
 I feel good about the project for many 
reasons, including these two: 
 
1)  This project signals to our community 

and to ourselves that Immanuel is here to 
stay, the good Lord willing. 

2)  We will not be handing on to the next 
generation a shabby project, but rather a 
great project. It will be beautiful, well-
done, and practical for generations to 
come. 

 
 We named our campaign “With Joy and 
Thanksgiving” and President Thomas Wicks 
shared a most lovely thought at the end of 
the Voters’ Assembly that supports that 
theme. He said that by undertaking this 
project we are benefitting not just ourselves 
but future generations so that, God willing, 
his daughters will not need to discuss or 
worry about the roof again until they sit at 
the “Power Table” years down the road. 
 So, architects at John G. Waite Associates 
have been hard at work this summer refining 
the requirements and drawing up bid 
specifications. The plan is that they will be 
distributed to trusted roofing contractors in 
late fall so that we can receive bids and 
choose a contractor early in 2014. Our goal is 
to be the “first in line” project for the 
contractor in early spring 2014. 
 Many thanks to our Roof Committee for 
shepherding this project along. 
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Greetings and a Gift from Our Lady of Good Counsel 
 

[Note from Pastor Fryer: What a joy this letter is! It came from out of the blue. This is the church 
that gave us shelter back in 1969 when our ceiling collapsed. The Pastor there, Reverend Fr. 
Kazimierz A. Kowalski, plans to join us for our Heritage Sunday liturgy. I have asked him to join 
our banquet afterwards and so you will be able to meet this gracious pastor then.] 
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Immanuel’s Children’s Programs 

Sunday School and Children’s Choir Startup 
Sunday, September 22, 2013 – Sunday School at 10 a.m. 

and Children’s Choir at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 22, at 10 a.m. Our Children’s Choir 
will also resume that Sunday (September 22nd) at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 

My Medical Adventure 
Some Notes from Pastor Gregory Fryer 

 

 I wish you could see this card in color! It was made for me by the children in our Vacation 
Bible School, and then Parish Secretary Karen Rombey brought it to me at the hospital where 
I was recovering from heart surgery. Believe me, it did this old heart good to see this card. 
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 I entirely missed VBS this year. On Monday morning August 19, at 8 a.m. right as I was 
stepping to Immanuel’s lectern for our Monday Morning Devotions, I received a phone call 
from my cardiologist asking me to come immediately to her office. So, I completed the liturgy 
and went straightway to her office, where she told me that a recent heart test revealed that I 
needed heart surgery to correct a dangerous congenital heart defect. She asked me when I 
would like to have the surgery, and I thought to myself that “This is a quiet time of the 
church year, and we have trusted clergy who can minister at Immanuel during my recovery, 
so let’s do it now.” And that’s what happened. Things fell smoothly into place. 
 When I got home from the hospital, I sent out the following note to the people on our 
email list. I think it is a good summary of how I felt coming home and continue to feel now. 
Especially I am feeling grateful to God, who encourages us to “be not anxious,” to remember 
the birds of the air and the lilies of the field, who numbers the very hairs of our heads, and 
who keeps his eye on us continually. Here, then, was my email note of August 27: 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
 Some of you might have heard that I recently had a medical adventure. Let me give 
you a quick note about it. 
 I had open heart surgery last Wednesday: double bypass surgery to correct an 
“unfavorable configuration of arteries feeding the heart.” The surgery corrected a 
congenital heart defect. There were no symptoms. I felt strong before the surgery, and 
my doctors are confident that I will feel strong again in a couple months. For now, I 
feel weak as a kitten, but happy. 
 The defect was found by my cardiologist who wanted to explore a problem she had 
seen in earlier tests. She ordered a heart cat scan with iodine contrast. That revealed the 
need for surgery. 
 I have a strong sense of gratitude to God. For sixty-two years, while Carol and I 
were hiking in mountains and so forth, I was resting in the everlasting arms of God. 
Continually he kept me alive. And now he has guided the hands of the surgeons to 
what seems to be a successful outcome. 
 Mt. Sinai Hospital was great. The medical team, from surgeons to housekeeping, 
was like a fine chamber orchestra, each person fulfilling his or her role with a sense of 
dedication. It was beautiful. 
 I am grateful for everyone’s prayers, both those which have upheld me so far and 
for future prayers for my recovery. 
 I love receiving visits or notes or emails. If you would like to stop by the parsonage 
apartment for a short visit, that would be great. Try to let me know in advance: 
 

  108 East 82nd Street, 7C 
  New York, NY 10028 
 

212 861-2939 
gpfryer@gmail.com

 During my recovery, our church will be in the good hands of our congregational 
leaders, of Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt, and of Rev. Carol Fryer, my dear wife. I am eager 
already to be back in church with you all. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Fryer 
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This Kingdom Rocked! 
 

On the anniversary of our 150th year, the 
VBS team celebrated with a fantastic 
program. Every day was a new Bible 
adventure. Our theme was “Kingdom Rock” 
where God helps us stand strong. Children 
arrived and crossed over the bridge and 
entered through the castle towers. They 
donned knight outfits, princess dresses and 
crowns to begin their day. VBS Director 
Karen Bazik led us in our opening each day. 
Gwen Toth, Jim Miller and Louisa Laverde 
led the children in song and marched around 
the undercroft. Everyone entered the Godly 
Play room for Epic Bible Adventures. Kings 
and Queens from the Bible appeared and told 
their stories. Then, Jean Fisher and Ann 
Chomko provided fun crafts for the children 
to create. A brief snack was followed by our 
Tournament Games in the courtyard. 
Archery was a favorite activity for many of 
the children. Chadder the Chipmunk videos 
followed our outdoor fun. Jean then showed 
the children the Imagination Station activity 
of the day. Finally, Karen Rombey took over 
Pastor’s closing with a fun review of the 
story and Bible point.  

There is a huge list of people to thank for 
making our VBS possible. Thank you to all 
who helped raise money at the Pancake 
supper and those who made private 
donations. Thank you to our teachers, Karen 
Bazik, Lara Simone-Bhasin, Jean Fischer and 
Karen Rombey who spent hours planning 
and preparing for the children. Thank you to 
all the congregation members: Priscilla 

O’Carroll, Maria Van Der Merwe, Kathy 
Jolowicz, Marion Molno, Barbara Chomko 
(who stayed late in the evening several days 
to decorate the undercroft). Thank you to 
our teen helpers (Kieran O’Carroll, Emma 
O’Carroll, Sarah Wicks, Elisa Rajoelson and 
Kirsten Kibler) who showed us all how they 
are growing into future leaders of our 
church. Thank you to Barbara Chomko and 
her mom Ann who provided the snacks for 
the children and cleaned up the day after it 
was all over. Thank you to all our adult 
helpers who provided help to the children 
and teachers (Ann Chomko, Ester 
Neubacher, Hans Stöhrer, Victor Steinberg, 
Louisa Laverde, Josianne Rajoelson and 
Manoela Tiana Andriatsiafara. Thank you to 
Karen Rombey for playing many roles in our 
Bible Adventures and for taking over the 
closing while Pastor faced surgery. Thank 
you to Pastor Fryer who planned the 
closings. Thank you to Luis Cartagena, Ariel 
Torres and Stephanie Dilone (Luis’ nephew 
and friend) and Chris Schulze for building 
support. Last, but not least, a very special 
thank you to our fantastic VBS Director 
Karen Bazik from the whole VBS team.  

Our children had a wonderful week and 
many parents asked about signing up for next 
year. Jean Fischer is preparing photos for our 
undercroft bulletin board and the photos will 
also appear on Immanuel’s website. We invite 
everyone to come and see the Lord’s work in 
action. We are grateful for your prayers and 
support during our VBS program. 

 

Thank you from the Fryers 
 

Carol and I thank with our whole hearts for the many cards, emails, and visits we have 
received since my open heart surgery. And we are delighted with the big “get well” card 
signed by the congregation and for the gift card you gave us. We are touched, strengthened, 
and uplifted by all this very much. We will count it a great day when we are together with 
you at Immanuel again. God bless you all.
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Seminarian Jim Miller to give talk during Coffee Hour 
Sunday, September 22, 2013 

 

Seminarian Jim Miller wants to express 
his deep gratitude to our congregation for all 
the prayers and support during his first year 
of Seminary. Jim will be launching into year 
#2 and plans to describe for us what the 
process has been like, what courses he has 

taken, his CPE chaplaincy training this 
summer at Memorial Sloane-Kettering 
Hospital, and what his upcoming year holds: 
the classes he’ll be taking and his field-Ed 
placement with Pastor Carol Fryer at the 
Wartburg.  

 
Book of Job – The Question of Human Suffering 

Class starting at 10 a.m. on Sunday, September 22, and led by John Wilson 
  
 Our member John Wilson will return to 
teaching the Book of Job beginning Sunday, 
September 22, at 10 a.m. in the Undercroft. 
The class will continue with its exploration 
of the later chapters, including Jobs wisdom 
prayer, the speech of Elihu, and God’s 
appearance out of the whirlwind.  

 Please also be aware that John sculptures 
continue to be displayed at the Focal Point 
Gallery, 321 City Island Avenue, Bronx NY. 
You can also see John’s work at our 
upcoming street fair, September 28.  

  
 

Block Party – Saturday, September 28 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

By popular demand, we will have another 
Block Party, on Saturday, September 28th, 
2013, rain or shine. 88th Street will once 
again be closed to traffic all day from Park 
Avenue to Lexington Avenue. All the 
proceeds will go towards the Roof Fund. 
Again we will have our own tables where we 
will sell items. 

Thus we will need volunteers to work 
that day on our spots: the flea market table, 
book/art table, kids market, and the 
Immanuel Bake Shop where we will sell 
wrapped-to-go baked goods. There will also 
be live music. Even though the official time 
of the Block Party is from 11- 5, the street 
will be closed off at 7a.m. so the vendors can 
set up, and pedestrians start looking for 
things to buy, volunteers will be needed the 
whole day to set up, work, and break down. 

We should start no later than 9 a.m. and we 
start breaking down at 5 p.m. If you wish to 
be involved, please mark your calendars and 
plan your time.  

We will need donations of home and 
personal accessories, books, toys and 
children’s’ clothing and children’s clothes 
hangers (NO ADULT CLOTHING 
PLEASE), and baked goods. 

Please let Kathy Jolowicz know if you are 
interested in being a part of the Block Party 
Committee, or wish to donate to our tables 
at kaj133@aol.com, 212/249-0125, or call 
Parish Secretary Karen Rombey in the 
church office (212-289-8128), and Maria Van 
Der Merwe for baked goods (646) 863-2902. 
Shortly before the event we will have a wrap-
up meeting after service during Coffee Hour, 
for which you will all be contacted.  
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Upcoming Artek Concerts 
 

ARTEK will again be performing several concerts at Immanuel Church: 
 

 Thursday, November 14th, at 8 p.m. - Music of Beethoven - songs and sonatas by 
Beethoven. Gwendolyn Toth and renowned Canadian baritone Nathaniel Watson. 

 Sunday, December 29th, at 4 p.m. - More Mozartian Music - Arias, opera overtures and 
more by Mozart. The ARTEK Orchestra with soloists Sarah Chalfy, soprano; Eric 
Brenner, countertenor; Philip Anderson, tenor; and Peter Becker, bass-baritone. 

 Thursday, February 20th, at 8 p.m. - Music of Bach - Concertos, and Cantatas, 
including the well-known Coffee Cantata, with soloists Cynthia Freivogel, violin; 
Laura Heimes, soprano; Peter Becker, bass-baritone; Dongsok Shin and Gwendolyn 
Toth, harpsichord. 

 
ARTEK will set aside 100 free tickets for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church for each of 
these concerts. They will be available from Parish Secretary Karen Rombey in the Immanuel 
Office (212) 289-8128. This is a great opportunity to hear world-class music! 

 

Steuben Day Parade 
Saturday, September 21, 2013 

by Kathy Jolowicz 
 

 On Saturday, September 21st, the 
German-American Steuben Parade will take 
place once again. Many Immanuel members 
are members of the German Language 
Learning Club, and march behind the Club’s 
banner joining in the festivities. Friends, 
relatives (4-legged and 2-legged), wheelchairs 
strollers, baby carriages, etc. are all invited to 
join in. This year 28 groups will be coming 
from Switzerland, Austria and Germany as 

well as from across the U.S. Shortly before 
that a magnificent Mass is held in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral where all the groups and 
bands gather in their costumes before they 
are ready to march. Lineup is in the East 70’s 
and they march up to 86th Street, about one 
mile. For more information about the Parade 
lineup as well as other gatherings after the 
Parade, please call me at (212) 249-0125. 
(Kathy)  

 

AARP   

 The AARP-Yorkville Chapter meets here 
at Immanuel the second Thursday of every 
month except for July and August. The first 
meeting of the new season will be held on 
Thursday, September 12th, at 1:00 p.m. Enter 

by the 1296 Lexington Avenue door next to 
CVS Pharmacy. A representative from the 
MTA will speak about New York City’s 
subway plans and specifically the status of the 
2nd Avenue subway. 

 
 


